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Russians Experience America "Daemen-Style”
by Michael Schroeder
A group of Russian students
received a w orking know ledge o f
American culture, customs, and language
from a group of Buffalo teachers, which
included two members of the Daemen
C ollege fam ily. Daem en C ollege
professor, Dr. Richard Sokolowski, led
the teachers including Daemen College
education student Michael Schroeder.
The group, nam ed R iver C ities
International, was part of the BuffaloTver Sister Cities Program and consisted
of clergy, civil servants, retirees, and
homemakers, as well as teachers and
students. The group left Buffalo in late
June and returned in late July after stops
in Moscow, Tver, and S t Petersburg.

After five days of extensive
sightseeing in M oscow , the group
traveled two hours to the city of Tver to
begin their teaching workshops. The
teachers covered topics like governm ent
religion, education, travel, finance and
fam ily in a norm al classroom
environment. Each mornings lesson was
enhanced by a video presentation on the
same subject matter, providing a visual
segment that rounded out each lesson.
The students were divided into
six groups depending on their proficiency
w ith th e E nglish language. The
instructors were separated into groups of
two, and were assigned a different set of

Daemen C ollege Student Association

presents

DINNER THEATERl
Wednesday, October 13,1993
at 6 pm, in Wick Social Room
This dress-up affair features a special buffet dinner prepared by
Daemen Dining Service, and Repertory Theater o f America's
production o f It H ad To B e You.

students each day. The daily change
allowed the students and teachers the
opportunity to get to know everyone
involved, and maintain a high level of
interaction.

"Students were also treated
to a C hristm as in J u ly
celebration..."
In the afternoons, each teacher
was responsible for preparing a unique
workshop that centered on a subject that
he or she was very fam iliar w ith.
W orkshops were conducted in dance,
music, sports, cities around the globe,
American first ladies, and personal safety,
to name just a few. Students were also
treated to a Christmas in July celebration,
which featured traditional Christm as
songs, presents, a Christmas tree, and a
visit from S t Nicholas, red suit and all.
Following a formal graduation
ceremony, the group departed for St.
Petersburg. On the sightseeing agenda
in the former Leningrad, was the palace
of Catherine the Great, the world-famous
Hermitage Art Museum, and the Summer
Palace of Peter the Great. The sights in
S t Petersburg and Moscow were eqally
dazzling, but w hile St. Petersburg
projected a definite W estern influence,
Moscow still looked like an Easternbloc city.
Just what can a trip like this
offer to a college student? For (me, it can
offer a unique insight into an unfam iliar
culture. The group was able to see
average living conditions, m edical
facilities, textile factories, governmental
offices, and churches in the m idst of
reconstruction that until recently were
state owned.

A Warmly Funny Off-Beat Treat!
by Renee Taylor & Joseph Bologna

Tickets:

$2 - Resident Students
$5 - Commuters, Faculty & Staff
Tickets go on sale in the Daemen College Bookstore beginning:
September 27 - Daemen students only
October 4 Daemen faculty & staff (remaining tickets)
- All seats prepaid reservation only! (lim it of 2 tickets/person)

Secondly, you can start lasting
friendships with the people you meet.
Most people that the group encountered
on the trip, especially in the city of Tver,
were genuinely warm and friendly.
Families that had very lim ited resources
were more than w illing to provide food
and hsopitality, even though they had
trouble providing for themselves.
F in ally , you can grow in
knowledge and as an individual. By
visiting a country that is struggling with
the process of a historic change, you
come to appreciate the democracy that
we live in. But more importantly, by
meeting people that ask nothing m ore of
you than to o ffer them hope and
friendship, your appreciation for life
changes forever.

Congratulations
Class Presidents!
The D aem en C o lleg e
StudentAssociation Executive Board
recently held elections for the four
class presidents who actas their class
rep resen tativ es on the S tudent
A ssociation Senate. The Senate
m eets w eekly in W ick C enter
(Tuesdays at 11:30 am) to discuss
student issues and vote on funding
requests of the Student A ctivities
Fee collected by the college.
E lectio n s fo r th e six
Executive Board members are held
every spring. This new board then
holds the ele c tio n s fo r c la ss
presidents in the beginning of the
new academic year. This allows the
freshmen class to be included in the
election of their representative with
the other classes.
The Ascent wishes the best
o f luck to th e e n tire S tu d en t
Association board for all the time
and effort they put into serving the
student body and the college. W e
really appreciate your dedication.
T P te iia lk

COMMUNITY
SERVICE
OFFICE
Trum)-i n it s
A C lothing D rive for the victims of wartorn Bosnia is being organized by the
Com m unity Service O ffice. Please
donate either new or used clothing to
support this effort.
Donations of old/used eyegalasses to
benefit the needy people in third world
countries are now being collected by the
Community Service Office.
A B ike-A -T hon is scheduled fo r
Saturday, October 16 in front of W ick
Center. Come on out, have some fun,
and get some excercise while you help
raise funds for a worthy cause.
Com m unity Service A w areness Day
will take place on Friday, October l,a t8
pm in W ick Center. This educational
program will feature a number of local
agencies who will be available to discuss
community service concerns.

For more information on these
programs please contact the
Community Service Office
located in Canavan H a ll

Daemen College
Thursday Night Film Series

Sincerity in Mourning
by Courtney Reed
This is the second person I’ve
known to have died at a very young
age. W hat is there to say, really. The
nightis warm, but very isolated; empty.
How do others react to the news? How
are people affected by it? You could
know a person for a 1000 years and the
reaction would be the same; empty.
The news leaves me empty, shaky,
unable to even cry.
No one knows how to mourn
for the dead. This inability to mourn
affects people in very strange ways. I
would like to gather with those who
knew him, but there are certain people
that I wish not to share my grief with.
The people who really need support
now are his family, but not knowing
them I feel that my contact would be an
empty gesture. There are very few
people I would like to share my grief
with.
The other night I was thinking
about how I should apologize to him
fo r m y self-d escrib ed “b itc h y ”
behavior, but I chose another to
apologize to. I have no regrets; just
emptiness rightnow; not even sad; just
empty; no sleep empty. I think about
him and the people who knew him, and
how some of them felt about him, and
how they will react to this, and I wonder
how sincere it will be. Sincerity,
sincerity...in mourning. Were these
people sincere when he was alive?
I am empty because there is a
space in my life that wasn ’t there before;
because a story, a human story has just
run its course and has ended. Just as if
it was apart o f the story, this is how his
sto ry w as supposed to end;
empty...alone. This is the way our
lives must end. We cannot regret the
way his story or anyone else’s story
ends, ju st m aintain the m em ory
somehow, the whole memory, the
whole story, because that is a part of
our lives; the memory.
This is no time for insincerity,
but a time to figure out how to mourn.
How do you understand the process of

life and death in your life? How do you
see it and accept it in your own life?
How does one feel and sympathize
with other people’s pain? Does a false
sense of security grip you when you
don’t feel anything, but feel obligated
to react somehow, or do you feel alone
and empty, because that is what the
situation demands?
He is no longer with us. The
night is h o t Rain is falling right now.
This will be among the memories I
have of him. I am in this self-imposed
exile, because I do not want to hear the
q u estio n s and a c cu satio n s th a t
acompany this type of event; the false
sincerity that comes with this type of
event because people have forgotten
how to mourn. It is a solitary practice
that requires reflection. It is a public
event that requires not words, but tears;
p h y sical reactio n s to w hat has
happened, but no words. W ords come
when the fear, the emptiness, and the
loneliness have finally p a st Not that
this signals some kind o f return to
normalcy, but it signals a return to the
land of the living.
When death occurs we are
with the dead. We walk in their realm
of emptiness and loneliness, but we do
not and cannot fear, because we are
visitors for now, and we know death
because it is a part o f our lives, our
nature, our being. We live with death
everyday, so we cannot fear it, but
must recognize the feelings it brings,
and respect i t Respect for death is
more important than respect for the
dead, because if one did not respect
someone while they were alive, then
respect in death is an empty gesture, a
false platitude, insincerity.
We are a collection of our
memories, both good and bad. W e are
a collection of our hopes and fears, our
needs and desires. W ithout this, we are
nothing, so we must understand life
and death in relation to our lives. I will
miss him, but I will remember him. I
will think about him when the moment
warrants it, and I will miss him.
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please contact D r. R obert G unther at E x t 8419.

Compare These Job Interviews!
Job Interview W ith College
Graduate Who Has Had
CO-OP Experience

Job Interview With College
Graduate Who Has NOT Had
CO-OP Experience

Interviewer: Why don’t we start by hav
ing you tell me about your experience.

Interviewer: Why don’t we start by hav
ing you tell me about your experience.

Student: As you know, I am a Business/
Marketing major. In my junior year, I
had a CO-OP position at National Fuel in
the Marketing Services Department. One
of my responsibilities was to develop a
market survey for commercial custom
ers to determine whether we were meeting
their needs regarding customer service
satisfaction. I entered this information
into the commercial database and pre
pared a report o f graphs and tables il
lustrating the results. Ultimately the
report was distributed at one o f the regular
staff meetings o f all the company Vice
Presidents.

Student I worked at Burger King parttime while I was attending college.
Interviewer: Do you have any experience
that is directly related to the position for
which you have applied?
Student No.

'.TAPRETT
Interviewer: That sounds like very rel
evant experience for the position we are
currently trying to fill. Do you have any
other experience?
Student: Yes. I did a second CO-OP
during the first sem ester o f my senior
year. It was in the International Marketing
Department at Ivoclar o f North America,
a dental equipment manufacturer. I as
sisted their research team in a project
designed to establish basic guidelines
for marketing equipment to new Euro
pean and Asian markets. I learned a
great deal about international trade regu
lations, which was the subject o f my CO
OP project
Interview er You have a very compre
hensive resume, combining a solid aca
demic background with experience that
indicates your ab ility to apply the
knowledge to the world o f work.

W HO DO Y O U TH INK G O T TH E JO B?
In search of the answers to sock disappearance.

<C<Q)»<DIP

Daemen College Ski Club
and

Holiday Valley Ski Resort
Announce the 1993-94 Ski Season Interest Meeting
O ctober 19th, at 11:30 am , in DS rm 5
Students, Faculty, and S taff are encouraged to jo in .
V arious ski packages, ski rentals, and lessons available.

(C ontact Laura in Financial Aid for more information^)

will be held Saturday, October 30,1993
§ f f | pm<**,1 am, WickSbcial Room

Affordable College for Everyone
by Kristen Burgess

Prizes awardedfor bestcostum es!
Music by High Note Productions
| Greatfood and refreshments
Sponsored by the Student Association

Three Peaches and Blue String
A Corn Cob Story
by feliciA chamberlain
This is a Com Cob story. The
title has nothing significant to do with
the story. It’s a tangent like everything
else in Com Cob. (The last time I came
back from Com Cob I brought back a
container with three peaches and blue
string.) This story is an actual event that
took place this summer, in the back
woods of New York State. This is where
water comes from springs or wells. There
is no cable, and there aren't any malls for
hours, and even snow plows are afraid to
drive in the winter.

"Dawna watched the lifeless
body as she drove past it..."
Ninja was a black dog lying on
the side o f the “highway”. That's what
we call a road with two actual lanes and
yellow lines separating them. It was
obviously road kill. Dawna watched the
lifeless body as she drove past it, headed
for her postal job.
H er neighbors had called on an
almost daily basis to let Dawna know
Ninja was at their home. She always
took a vehicle to pick Ninja up, since the
neighbors got tired of delivering Ninja to
her ow ner. (You m ust understand
“neighbors” live miles apart) Now, in
Com Cob, no one would think something
bad would happen to Ninja since the
“highways” are so far away. Our roads
fit one and a half cars on them, not two
whole cars, but seldom do two cars pass
each other.
Someone had called Dawna and
told her Ninja was dead. Then her
children and schoolmates passed Ninja
with tears in their eyes on their way to
school in the bus. Dawna’s husband and
her brother were nominated to take care
of Ninja. In the midst o f all the sadness,

Dawna explained to her young children
the consequences of “highways” and the
meaning of life and death. She left them
with blood shot eyes and sobs to go to her
night job as an RN at the hospital.
A week later, as Dawna was
tending to an elderly lady at work, the
lady quietly spoke; “I heard you buried
my dog last night” Dawna was surprised,
since this lady was a stranger. “N o.no,
no; m y dog N in ja d ie d .” D aw na
explained. The lady described the dog
along the side of the road and it matched
that o f N inja’s.
“W hat’d you do with Ninja!”
were the first words out o f Dawna’s
mouth when she got home. Her husband
asked her what she meant and she relayed
the incident at the hospital. He told her
Ninja was buried up the hill. “N o,really,
w hat bank d id you throw her
over!?!’’replied Dawna.
They prepared a mock grave
and lead the lady to it, so she could say
her last farewells. The lady had tears in
her eyes and flowers for the grave.
After the commotion, a black
dog came trotting along in the woods.
Again, Dawna’s jaw dropped. The lady
did not seem startled. Dawna turned to
h er husband and b ro th e r fo r an
explanation. Her brother simply said,
“He kicked her in the chest, and I blew in
her mouth.” Dawna looked at the dog’s
tags and they read “Ninja.”

The Clinton Administration has
proposed legislation that might bring
co lleg e w ithin the reach o f m ost
Americans. His national service program
will allow students to work in servicere la te d fie ld s, such as tu to rin g
disadvantaged children. In exchange for
the service, students receive money
credited towards college tuition.
G overnm ent aid to college
students is long overdue. Over the past
few years, both state and federal
governments have systematically cutaid.
New York elim inated the R egents
scholarships, and TAP and PELL grants
have been drastically reduced. At the
same time, college costs have steadily
increased. The students are trapped in
between the decreased aid and increased
costs. Student loans are the alternative
used, but they have their disadvantages.
Many students graduate from college
heavily in debt, and they are unable to
find jobs to repay the loans.
The government has neglected
college students for too long. The poor,
the elderly, and the children all receive
help. C ollegestudentsarealsoinneedof
help. If C linton’s national service
program goes into effect, this may provide
a remedy.

columnist attacked it, claiming that the
W orld W ar II veterans fought for
freedom , while today's students are
looking for a free ride. This is an unfair
assumption. Students are not looking for
a free ride; they are looking for an
education. And since the national service
program provides serv ices to the
communities, it aids more than just the
college students. The entire community
benefits.

nStudents are not looking
fo r a free ride; they are
looking fo r an education. "

But the critics o f the national
service program have loudly voiced their
opinions. One o f the most vocal groups
are die senior citizens. When the national
service program was described as a GI
Bill for college students, one newspaper

Clinton’s national service bill
is not a total remedy to the rising costs of
higher education. Through his plan, a
few thousand dollars can be earned to
defray the costs of college. This amount
will not pay for the entire tuition, so
students w ill still have to come up with
the balance. But the government has
taken notice o f a neglected population.
The national service bill will hopefully
lead to affordable education available to
all.
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What In The World Is Going On?
by Patrick Mweheire
I don’t know about everyone
else, but I have miserably failed to fathom
what is going on in the world today.
Everything is in anarchy. W ars and
crime seem to spring from every comer.
Children are dying of starvation, while
AIDS claims the lives of the re st W hat
the hell is going on? Somebody, help!
Environment - Human activity
is altering the earth's surface and changing
the atmosphere on such a scale that human
beings have now become competitors
with the natural forces. Look at the
damage the M ississippi caused, or the
devastation hurricane Andrew caused in
Florida. It’s now rumored that North
Carolina is next on the list. Looks like
nature is pretty pissed off.

"Looks like nature is pretty
pissed off."
M ilitary - W e have entered an
era where vast expenditures on m ilitary
arm am ents are counterproductive in
tom s o f national security. For example,
both the U.S. and Russia now have a
common interest in becoming weaker
m ilitarily. I am sure this has the ancient
leaders of the Roman empire turning in
their graves.
G overnm ent
Few
governments anywhere in the world,
whether democratic or totalitarian, are
working well. No educational system on
the whole is producing people equipped
to cope with the complexities o f the 21st
century.
Religion is no longer sacred.
Organized religion of every stripe is in
crisis and people are now seeking solace
in all sorts of unconventional beliefs and
therapies.
C om puters - T rillions of
calculations per second, a speed which
divorces tim e from any hum an
comprehension. We solve problems now
in seconds which in bygone years would
have taken armies of people working
their entire lifetimes to solve. Carnegie

Mellon University predicts that within
twenty years, robots will possess the
same awareness of their existence as
human beings, have as much intelligence
or more, and exercise our kind of common
sense. Isn’t that a scary thought?
Emotional upset is another
aspect of the changing context. In the
p a st tw o decades the num ber o f
psychiatrists, psychologists and clinical
workers has doubled. Can we assume
that our ancestors were never depressed
or emotionally upsetby the idea o f having
to hunt for food everyday?
W hat does a ll th is m ean?
Probably, that we do not have the faintest
idea o f who we are or what we are doing?
Basically, we have a culture that tells us
that there is nothing beyond material
acquisition, sensual pleasure, or technical
wizardry. This very culture contradicts
itself, because we have more m ilitary
hardware but feel less secure. W e have
more sophisticated technology, but are
increasingly unclear on what our human
purposes are. We have greater wealth
and more leisure, but it’s not producing
more happiness and contentm ent We
have better communication systems, but
do we have a better sense of community
as a result?
W hat should we do? Quite
frankly, I haven’t the slightest idea;
except that we must see things in a new
perspective. We m ust see the globe as a
whole, one human community with a
common destiny. For none of the major
issues we face can be resolved within a
national context; not the environment,
not racism, not third world debt, not
drugs or even AIDS.

Jeanmarie Lally and Lisa ann Ludwig
are Kathy & Mo in

The Kathy & Mo Show:
Parallel Lives
Kathy Najimy and Mo Gaffney
T he "scream ingly funny" h it as seen on L ifetim e and HBO

A FreeFall Production for Curtain Up!
directed by Terry Kimmel

Daemen College Little Theater
September 30 - October 16,1993
Thursday - Saturday at 8:00 pm
* SpecialMonday performance October
$12 G eneral A dm ission
$10 Seniors & Students

$8 Daemen Staff & Students

Call 874-8984
(for tickets and inform ation)

eith Hassett demonstrates how being an Orientation Leader can make
you "light-headed"! Orientation Leaders are selected each April to work with
various offices in welcoming new students to Daemen College, during
Orientation W eekend. They are volunteers who work hard at making the
transition to college life a little easier. If you think you m ight be interested in
being an Orientation Leader, stop by the Admissions Office for more information.

Pins and Needles and Zombies
by Linda Montas
It’s 1:00, and tim e for lunch.
Usually the cafeteria is crowded by now,
but I am lucky to find a good seat; oneby
the window. A guy approaches my table
and asks if he can sit down. We lookout
the window at the trees that are on the
edge of turning fire red. W e eat, and we
talk. “I like your accent,” he says,
obviously aware that I’m not from
Buffalo. I like the compliment, and so I
keep talking.
“Where are you from with such
a nice accent?” “Haiti", I reply. At the
naming of my origin, his expression turns
from near to distant. “I’m sorry,” he
says. “I have an appointment to keep.” I
ask him if something’s wrong because
he looks so startled. “Oh,” he mumbles,
“if you’re H aitian, you m ust know
Voodoo.”
I am intrigued to the point that
my appetite is reduced to a cup o f water.
I feel as if I have been labelled a Voodoo
witch, and in my room are dolls and pins
and zombies that I can use to harm the
next person who talks to me. I feel like
the stereotype of my Haitian brothers
and sisters in the movie The Serpent and
the Rainbow, or like the walking dead in
the cult classic Night o f the Living Dead.
W hat does it m atter that I have lived in
H aiti for a lifetim e but have never
experienced anything rem otely related
to Voodoo?
This is not to say that Voodoo
does not ex ist Drugs exist in the United
States, but the vast m ajority of citizens
are clean.

The guy whojustam om entago
was making a pass at me, is now at the
stairwell leading down from the cafeteria.
I cannot blame him for misjudging me
and rushing off. He is the consequence of
a powerful media that uses artifacts and
exaggerations to promote its business
and stimulate its viewers. This guy’s
stereotypical remark about my people
from Haiti is far remote from what my
country is all about

"The guy who ju s t a
moment ago was making a
pass at me, is now at the
stairwell leading downfrom
the cafeteria."
Yes, friend—Voodoo exits, but
its essence is not what you think. It is
necessary for you to prevent the media
from form ulating and guiding your
thoughts. Otherwise, you will have the
vacuous thought that the forehead of
everyone from Haiti bears a scarlet mark.
You will think, narrowly, like zombies
do, that she is Haitian and she is Voodoo.

